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econd i in a series — by Robert C. Gremmels 


‘Bill Davis is to feel that he is 
y united with the other members 
f The American Lutheran Church he 
ht to get acquainted with as many 
1 hem as possible before the new 
‘hurch is organized. At present Bill 
as some vague ideas about them, but 
frankly admits that he hasn’t made 
h of an attempt to understand and 
> them. In fact, he even has a few 
vations, despite his eagerness for 


“You know, I’m a little dubious 
ut some of these Norwegians,” Bill 
ded softly. “Aren’t they a bit 
t-laced? I don’t know any of 


hing like that the other day.” 

<e the majority of those who have 
pressed doubts about uniting with 
pepe Norwegians” or “those 


Meet the Members 


bull-headed Germans,” Bill is speak- 
ing solely on the basis of hearsay. He 
hasn’t met any Norwegians of The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. In fact, 
it never occurred to him that he might 
worship with an ELC congregation 
when he vacationed in Minnesota 
last summer. Fortunately, though, Bill 
admits that his present opinions are 
unfounded, and he’s willing to meet 
the Norwegians—as well as the Danes 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church—and to seek their friendship. 

“But I wish someone would give us 
a brief run-down on the history of the 
merging Churches,” Billmesaige, sale 
seems to me that the more I know 
about these people, the easier it will 
be to unite with them.” 

If Bill Davis could make a trans- 
continental tour and meet all these 


people personally he would soon dis- 
cover that the uniting Lutherans are 
already united in many respects. At 
first he might be surprised at the di- 


versity of traditions and religious 


practices, most of them traceable to 


varying national backgrounds, but be- 
fore long he would recognize a unity 


of spirit and doctrine that far trans-— 


cends any differences in personality. 
Despite their predominantly Ger- 
man, Norwegian, or Danish heritages, 
most of these people have now become 
solidly Americanized. They speak 
English, read the daily newspapers, 


attend American football games, and 


worry more about the price of pork 
than about the correctness of the altar 
appointments. They may resort to an 
old-country expression now and then, 
(Continued on page 8) 
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News and Notes 


Hampton, Nebr. — Immanuel Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, M. Jorgen- 
sen Pastor. 

During the past year the congrega- 
tion has been favored by the visit of 
the Rev. Dr. W. Larsen, the president 
of the UELC and also by the visit of 
our missionaries, Miss Helen Jacobsen 
and Miss Helen Danielsen. 

The congregation and the pastor 
were invited to attend the service of 
installation and the reception in honor 
of the new pastor of the neighboring 
St. Peter Luth. Church (Mo. Synod). 

A building, formerly used as a barn, 
has been salvaged and a very service- 
able garage has been constructed on 
_ the parsonage grounds. 
= Again this year “The Ansgar Lu- 
— theran” and “Christ in the Home” will 
be sent to each family affiliated with 
the congregation. 

During the fall the members of the 
Mid-Nebraska Lutheran Ministerium 
met in the Parish Hall. The local pas- 
_ tor presented a paper on the subject: 
A New System according to Karl 
Marx or a New Man according to 
Soren Kierkegaard? 

Honorable Mr. Ivan Bengtson, judge 
of Hamilton County, recently spoke at 
a family night about the civic re- 

sponsibility of Christian citizens. 
The congregation was co-hostess to 
the Danish gymnasts, who recently 
traveled in this section of the coun- 
ce try: 

The Ladies Aid, as a part of Christ- 
mas celebration, visited and brought 
_ gifts to each of the guests and gave a 
_ program a the Pioneer Home for the 
Aged at Aurora. 


Racine, Wis.—On Sunday, Feb. 1, 
_ at 4 o’clock in the afternoon the Rev. 
_ Ervin Bondo was installed as pastor 
_ of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church of 
, _ Racine, Wis., by the Rev. A. S. Peter- 
sen of Waupaca who is president of 
_ the Wisconsin District of the U.E.L.C. 
Following the installation the Rev. 
_ Bondo chose as his sermon title “The 
_ Glory of the Lord,” using Matt. 17:1-9 
as his text. The senior choir sang 
_ Beethoven’s “The Heavens are Tell- 
ving.” 
_ Our Savior’s Ladies Aid served sup- 
_ per to 300 members and guests fol- 
lowing the formal service. Rev. and 
Mrs. Bondo and sons Mark and Bruce 
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were warmly welcomed. 

Guest pastors present were Dr. 
William Larsen of Blair, Nebr.; Rev. 
Axel Andersen of Webster Grove, Mo.; 
Rev. Ingward Olsen of Chicago, Tis 
Rev. Carl Wildrick of Hartland, Wis.; 
Rev. Dan Hansen of Oshkosh, Wis.; 
Rev. Lawrence Siersbeck of Kenosha, 
Wis.; Rev. A. S. Petersen of Waupaca, 
Wis.; and Rev. E. R. Andersen, Rev. 
Cornelius Hansen, Rev. Karl Wilhelm- 
sen, and Rev. Thorvald Hansen of 
Racine, Wis. 

A JUBILEE HYMN 

The Committee on Worship and 
Music planning the social festivities 
in 1960, after the merger has taken 
place in April, 1960, is asking those 
with literary ability to compose a 
special hymn. The text of this hymn 
should be sent to Paul Neve, Dana 
College, Blair, Nebr. not later than 
July 1st, 1959. 

Miss Ilean Rohe will be leaving the 
States for Denmark on February 27 
from New York for a two month stay 
in Denmark on her way back to Africa. 

Margaret Nissen will be leaving Af- 
rica some time the first part of May. 
She is asked to attend the synodical 
convention and then take some much 
needed rest. We cannot be sending 
her from place to place until after 
she has had opportunity to build up 
some strength. She will then be 
traveling in some of the Mid-Western 
states, that she did not visit the last 
time she was home on furlough. She 
may also visit our West Coast. 

ELC “REAFFIRMS” 
PRIVACY OF CONFESSION 


The right of Lutheran pastors to 
keep “in strictest confidence” confes- 
sions and communications made to 
them by individuals has been upheld 
by the Church Council of the 1,082,- 
809-member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (ELC). : 

In a resolution endorsed as the Coun- 
cil concluded its annual session in 
Minneapolis, the ELC recognized and 
reaffirmed “the traditional discipline 
and practice of the Lutheran Church 
that the pastor hold inviolate and 
disclose to no one the confessions and 
communications made to him as a 
pastor, without the specific consent of 


the person making the communica- 
tion.” 


- Otto H. Stave, Business Manager. Subscription price: United 
_ All communications that concern the Editorial Department, news ee saute cecal eer ae teuivouy should atte tee Be de ge 
. s © the editor at Spe 


Much of our news is received f 
gious News Service, and ine. News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


Emphasizing the need for su 
vacy, in order that every pastor’s 
istry may be “effective,” the Co 
also upheld the responsibility of 
theran clergymen “to counsel 
persons, receive their confessions, 
to give advice, comfort and guidan 
those who seek it.” 

Text of the resolution is as foll ai) 

“WHEREAS, it has long been rece 
nized that a part of the ministr 
pastors of the Lutheran Church is 
hear confessions, to counsel with pe 
sons, and to give advice, comfort “ 


guidance to those who seek it, ni 
“WHEREAS, it is imperative th 
in order for such ministry to be « 
fective, all such communications mai 
to the pastor should be kept in t 
strictest confidence and should be di 
closed to no one without the specif 
consent of the person making the cow 
munication, and 
“WHEREAS, it is a part of the t 
ditional discipline and practice of TH 
Lutheran Church that a pastor shout 
hold inviolate all communication 
made to him in his capacity as “7 
tor, 
“NOW THEREFORE BE IT RE 
SOLVED: ! 
“1. That the Church Council reco; 
nizes and reaffirms that a pa 
the ministry of a Lutheran pastor 
to counsel with persons, receive th 


7 
i] 


’ 
K 


rr 


“2. That the Church Council re 
nizes and reaffirms that it is a 
of the traditional discipline and 
tice of the Lutheran Church that th 
pastor hold inviolate and disclose 4 
no one the confessions and communi 
tions made to him as a pastor withou 
the specific consent of the person mak 
ing the communication.” Ag 


The new Educational Building 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Li 
coln, Nebr., will be dedicated on 
day, March 15th, at 3:00 p.m. Dr. 
Madsen will be the guest speaker; 
house and refreshments will f¢ 
se a eee for the commu 
wi e held on Sunday, Mar 
from 3:00 to 5:00. *: oad 


WISLOFF ADVISES SEMIN/ 
Ministers must make their 
ing relevant to the contemporary 
ation, said Dr. Carl F. Wisloff 
ther Theological Seminary in St. 
The pastors should be careful 
the words they employ and shot 
(Continued on page 16) 
Sr 
JOHN M. JENSEN, Editor 
Box i “tee 

Viborg, South Dakota 
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G METHODS OF EVANGELISM 

wo great evangelism conferences have been held re- 
mtly. There has been much discussion of evangelism 
the Lutheran church the past months. Billy Graham 


also keeping the question of evangelism before us. 


1 v We get many annual congregational reports of the 
nod , and we note that evangelism is a live question in 
ny congregations. How to win the unchurched for 
cist? It is often a question of method. 


it is well to discuss methods. However, we should 
t forget to study the Bible for methods and we may 
learn a bit from the early Christians. 


Perhaps this is a radical statement, but we believe 
t many of the present methods should be abandon- 


believe that evangelism campaigns and PTR mis- 
hms should be eliminated. Is there not a danger that 
se missions sell the gospel at too low prices? 


hat should be put in their place? Christian people 
‘live Christ in their daily life! Members who live 
vist in their daily vocation are the best witnesses. 
ed is the church that has many such members. 
uch a church does not need to resort to special drives 
E evangelism. 

The evangelism of the members that live Christ among 
air neighbors does more than scratch the surface. 


e special PTR missions and campaigns of the Billy 
: type simply touch the surface. They make 
me say they want to be Christian. But an army of liv- 
»members would make a much deeper impression. 
may say that these campaigns make the first con- 
st. Suppose this is true, would it not be better if the 
st contact was made by living members of the con- 
gation, in whose fellowship they later must be nur- 


ppose we change the emphasis? Supose we start 
7 method of evangelism. Suppose we begin to 
hasize that to be a Christian is not only to accept 
st but to live Christ. 


We are sure that we shall have a number of letters 
iecting to some of our ideas in this editorial. We shall 
elcome these letters. But is it not a fact that after 
» drive, campaign or PTR mission the congregation 
s a letdown feeling? It even seems that it is hard to 
he ordinary things going with the same strength. 
ittees may be organized to carry on visitation but 
they are weak. We have talked to ever so many 
s who are disappointed with this committee work. 


‘marine officer, in a service close to Captain Astor’s — 


ere are rane Christians in a congregation who 7 
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live Christ and who want to win their neighbors for 
Christ, the congregation will grow and grow and grow. 


It may well be that such a method may produce a 
mass movement, or revival, as some would name it. It 
may even be that special speakers may be called in to 
help at such times. But to call a special speaker and de- 
cide that now people are to be won for Christ, may not 
always be the way the Holy Spirit works, and after all, 
it is important to consider the Holy Spirit. Sometimes 
it seems as if He is left out of the campaigns, even though 
prayer is made that He be present. 


Just before we sent this editorial to press we received 
an editorial in the Lutheran Herald about the question 
of Evangelism. It states that some 15 years ago the 
ELC launched the program of mass evangelism. The 
mid-winter conferences were not very well attended 
this year. The question is therefore if this form of evan- 
gelism is the method of today. 


Dr. G. Elson Ruff, editor of the ULCA’s weekly maga- 
zine, The Lutheran, editorialized in a January issue on 
this decision. “We do need a few experts,” he said, “to 
study trends in church life, propose new ideas in reach- | 
ing the unchurched, keep our responsibilities urgently 
before us. But if we have to depend on the New York 
office to keep us reminded of what our Lord has already | 
commanded, the situation is bad.” A congregation needs 
to be deeply rooted in God, said Dr. Ruff. “If the roots — 
are in good shape, nothing can prevent the Church from ~ 
growing vigorously.” s 


TRAVELING UNDER ORDERS 


Vincent Astor, an American who loved the sea and 
who served his country in many ways, died not long 3 
ago. Raymond Moley writes about him in THE NEWS- | 
WEEK and closes his “Measure of the Man” with this _ 
incident: 


One of them, now with NEWSWEEK but once a sub- © 


heart, within the week has told me of what a chief petty 3: 
officer once said to a young sailor whose brother was — 
lost in a sister ship: Os e 
“All of us travel under Orders. He traveled under = 
Orders. He isn’t lost. The Man who wrote the Onder “a 
doesn’t lose anyone. Not ever.” = 
My friend added: 
“The next tour of duty is going to be a better tour 


of duty, and you always meet your old shipmates. In — 
one port or another, sooner or later.” =. 


We travel under Orders as we live in the world. ne 
we obey the Orders of God it may well be said of us 
that the next tour of duty is going to be a better tour — 
of duty. So it is for every Christian. We travel by the % 
Orders of God. 


We may also say that when we get the final Order 
it will be the best, and we shall meet our old shipmates, | 
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Church News from here and there 


DR. HONG GOES ABROAD FOR 
KIERKEGAARD RESEARCH 

Dr. Howard Hong left Northfield, 
Minn. early in February for Denmark 
to start what could develop into an 
18-month research program overseas. 

Dr. Hong, professor of philosophy at 
St. Olaf College, was awarded a $4,650 
grant from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion last April to help subsidize re- 
search on the social-political thought 
of 19th century Danish philosopher, 
Kierkegaard. 

Dr. Hong completed much of the 
ground work for his research on 
Kierkegaard in Northfield during re- 
cent months while he maintained a 
lighter classroom load at St. Olaf. The 
Denmark trip will enable him to ex- 
plore original writings and confer with 
some of the country’s leading philos- 
ophers. 

“This philosopher Kierkegaard,” he 
explained, “is one of the most mis- 
understood of 19th century thinkers. 
Yet he is one of the most influential 
in contemporary thought.” 

“Today,” he added, “some men hold 
up Kierkegaard as one of the most 
important for social-political philoso- 
phy. Some others judge that his 
thought is quite irrelevant in this 
area.” 

Dr. Hong said he was also interest- 
ed in examining Kierkegaard’s views 
on the nature of man. This, he ex- 
plained, would involve comparative re- 
lationships with the thought of two 
other 19th century thinkers, Georg 
Brandes and N. F. S. Grundtvig. 


ELC EXPANDS HEADQUARTERS 
IN PREPARATION FOR MERGER 

A two-story addition will be con- 
structed to the headquarters of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Min- 
_ neapolis, Minn. this summer in prep- 
aration for the merger of the ELC 
with two other Church bodies. 

The building will be the headquar- 
ters for the new American Lutheran 
Church which will come into exist- 
ence Jan. 1, 1961, through union of 

the present American Lutheran 
_ Church, the United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church and the ELC. 

T. G. Overson, executive secretary 
of the ELC board of trustees, said the 
120 by 20-foot addition will be com- 
_ pleted early in 1960 at a cost of $175,- 
— 000 to $200.000. 

Work will begin in April on a sep- 

arate elevator project. 


LUTHERAN PASTOR DEFENDS 
INTERSYNODICAL ‘FRATERNIZING’ 
The pastor of a Lutheran church 
under fire by officials of his synod 
_ for fraternizing with ministers of an- 


other synod says the Bible does not 
forbid this fellowship. 


The Rev. Richard Buege, pastor of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran church, Whitehall, 
Wis., and his church council made this 
reply to officials of the western Wis- 
consin district of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Joint Synod of Wisonsin and 
other States. 

They had objected to his associating 
with ministers of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, attending ELC pastors’ 
conferences and -receiving Holy Com- 
munion with them. They also criticiz- 
ed him for permitting women mem- 
bers to vote in his congregation. 

In answer to a query from officials 
of his district, Pastor Buege said he 
and his congregation still consider 
themselves members of the Wisconsin 
Synod. 

“The pastor and members of St. 
Paul’s intend to uphold and abide by 
the Scripture-based principles and 
practices of the Wisconsin Synod,” the 
letter from the pastor and his church 
council said. 

“If, however, someone in the Wis- 
consin Synod makes a rule or rules 
which are contrary to the word of God 
or makes a rule concerning something 
where the Bible is silent, then, of 
course, we must always follow the 
Bible.” 

Pastor Buege said his congregation 
would deny women the right to vote 
if all other congregations in the synod 
followed this practice. 

Dr. Oscar J. Naumann, St. Paul, 
president of the Wisconsin Synod, said 
he is leaving the controversy to of- 
ficers of the district. 


CHURCH TO HAVE 
EUROPEAN-STYLE COFFEE HOUSE 

A Washington, D. C. church an- 
nounced plans to open a European- 
style coffee house which will specialize 
in good food, cultural activities, and 
restoration of the old-fashioned art 
of conversation. 

The coffee house will be a project 
of the Church of the Saviour, a non- 
denominational, interracial congrega- 
tion which has won national. attention 
for some other unorthodox but suc- 
cessful programs. 

The Rev. Gordon Newton Cosby, 41- 
year-old former army chaplain who 
is the church’s pastor said, “We think 
the coffee house will start a whole 
new pattern of congregational life and 
serve as a useful structure for evan- 
gelism.” 

He said it will have a full-time cul- 
tural program and be a place where 
artists can exhibit and discuss their 
work, poets can give readings, and 
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theater-in-the-round can be stageay 

But mostly the coffee house Ww 
serve as a center for conversatio: 
gatherings where non-religious inti 
lectuals can ask religious questia 
“and get answers,” Mr. Cosby said 

All will be welcome, but “we 4 
aiming primarily at the non-religiouy 
the pastor said. “We hope to 
them through our cultural activiti 
We don’t care why they come as lod 
as they do.” #} 


SUNDAY SCHOOL MAY SPOIL H 
CHILDREN, THEOLOGIAN SAYS 

Sunday School spoils children, 
Chicago theologian told the Divisi 
of Christian Education of the Natiom| 
Council of Churches at its annual mee 
ing in Omaha. ‘ 

All children hear for some time 
“Mama loves me, Papa loves f& 
teacher loves me, God loves me,” sae 
Dr. Marcus Barth, “and this develo: 
self-centered young egoists. Come a. 
12 or 14, they discover other people H 
the world, and all hell breaks loose 

Dr. Barth, a member of the Fedes 
ated Theological Faculty of the U1 
versity of Chicago, is the son of th! 
famous Swiss theologian, Dr. Kas 
Barth. He referred to the way ti 
Bible is generally presented in U. + 
Sunday schools as “domesticated sou 


sls 


Most churches, he declared, create 
“pre-Heaven hedge” around the a 
and then “later he is disappointed.’” 
Sunday school lessons, he added, an 
in “nice books with pretty pictures 
but rubbish.” At the same time, | 
condemned the “chopping up” of B3 
ble stories, in which “Egyptians neve 
drowned and John the Baptist was no 
beheaded.” 
He called this “canned food, c 
fully prepared, but thé vitamins ar 
gone.” Real life showing people a 
they are is cut away, he said. “Ever 
eight-year-olds can know that all th. 
world is not rosy.” | 
A former Evangelical Reformes 
minister in Basle, Switz., Dr. Bart 
said that secular schools are just be 
ginning to re-evaluate themselves 
“Twenty years from now,” he said 
“the Sunday schools may do likewise 
They, as well as public schools, shoul 
not follow but should be ahead 6 
the development of the child. 


AND SO NOBODY AIDS FRANCO’ 
Recently Generalissimo Franco no 
ed in commenting on his 22-year rul 
in Spain that in all that time “no 
has been vouchsafed us excepting th 
aid and assistance of the Almighty.” } 
is not impious to suggest he shoul 
have added the word “dollar” to hi 
sentence. In the past five years a 1 
the U. S. has supplied Franco Ww 
more than one-third billion — 
(Continued on page 5) 
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he Washington Observer 


By Gerhard Lenski 


JOHN FOSTER DULLES 


The illness that has overtaken our 
retary of State invites special at- 
ition to one who, for many months, 
‘an era of great tension, has faith- 
y, tirelessly served our country. 


ect Dulles has been unyield- 
in his attitude toward the Com- 
lists. He has been more than a 
atch for hard-headed, conscienceless 
plomats of the Molotov, Gromyko, 
ikoyan type. He has seen one agree- 
ent after another violated by these 
issians. He has reached the conclu- 
that it is not wise to try to ne- 
fiate with the devil. Subjected to 
fication from abroad and to abuse 
‘home, he has continued to hold 
5 ground. In the light of his record 
deserves better treatment than he 
_ received. 
a churchman, Secretary Dulles 
; gone out of his way to explain 
policies and plans to church lead- 
-and church people. In spite of 
; fact, some of the sharpest criticism 
posed upon him has come from 
ch groups. His reaction? It has 
an marked by restraint, by a will- 
Bness to explain still further, by 
| attitude of unruffled kindness. A- 
in it should be obvious that our Sec- 
: has been deserving of a better 
atment than that accorded him. 
Th is morning, while waiting in the 
tist’s office, a well dressed elderly 


ly moved. “Did you now Secre- 
Dulles was sick?” she asked. 
ithout waiting for an answer, she 
“We must all pray for him.” 
woman, an entire stranger, has 
d a sentiment long overdue. In 
~words, let the voice of criticism 
anged to the voice of prayer and 
the object of our nationwide prayer 
=» — John Foster Dulles. 


iCK TOCK” SAYS THE CLOCK 
ference here is to America’s popu- 
clock. This unique piece of 
ure stands in the vestibule of 
nited States Department of Com- 
e in Washington. It has been 
bed as a combined speedometer 
in-ball machine. Ticking away 
ay and night, every seven-and- 
seconds, it flashes a blue light 
akes a noise like a penny drop- 
. This indicates a new arrival in 
pulation. Every twenty seconds 
light flashes with a noise ac- 
animent indicating a death. Every 
ad-a-half minutes a green light 
elling of the arrival of an im- 


migrant to these shores. After the 
long time interval of twenty minutes 
a yellow light is seen, denoting that 
an American has left us to seek a 
homeland elsewhere. Every eleven 
seconds at the center of operations a 
white light proclaims a net increase 
in our population of one. 

Last October clock watchers spotted 
a white flash indicating that our popu- 
lation had reached the round number 
of 175,000,000. Ticking away by day 
and by night, it is predicted that with- 
in the next fifty years our population 
clock will have marked up a grand 
total of 300,000,000 Americans. 

All this needs to be regarded as 
something more than so much enter- 
tainment for Washington sight-seers. 
For one thing, it is a sign of a wonder- 
ful growth that is taking place before 
our very eyes. To our educators and 
town planners it is an enlarging prob- 
lem which needs the most careful at- 
tention possible. To our church lead- 
ers and members it is a challenging 
call to larger vision, greater service 
and deeper faith than ever before. 

“Tick tock” says the clock. Listen 
closely and make sure that you really 
hear what it says. 


SHALL RED CHINA 
BE RECOGNIZED? 


Seldom in recent years has any 
Protestait pronouncement stirred up 
such a hornet’s nest of discussion and 
disagreement in church circles as that 
created by the World Order Study 
Conference of the National Council of 
Churhes last November in Cleveland, 
Ohio, when it recommended a friendli- 
er approach on the part of our govern- 
ment to Communist China. The pro- 
nouncement itself is a thing of the 
past, but the argument over it goes 
merrily on. 

Prominent churchmen, our Luther- 
and brother Dr. Nolde, aided and a- 
betted by stalwart Methodists like Dr. 
Sockman and Bishop Oxnam, have ap- 
proved the sentiments of this pro- 
nouncement. Dr. Fleming, reporting 
for the British Weekly, gets front page 
coverage when he calls the action 
taken “strong and courageous.” It is 
also to be remembered that the 500 
delegates attending the convention and 
representing 27 different denomina- 
tions are said to have voted for it in 
unanimous fashion. Thus a large sec- 
tion of American Protestantism may 
be said to have declared itself. 

But equally strong dissent has been 
expressed. Dr. Daniel Poling, Editor 


5 


of The Christian Herald, has been 
very outspoken in his criticism and 
objection. Not less critical is the re- 
cent statement in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal, labeling the Confer- 
ence’s finding “a tragic blunder.” The 
Editor of Christian Economics has this 
to say: “Never in history have the 
leaders of a civilization and of a great 
religion been so determined upon their 
own destruction ... Their good will 
is admirable, but their shortsighted- 
ness is one of the great catastrophes 
of our day.” 

Our Roman Catholic representatives, 
disapproving Communism so heartily, 
have found the present squabble a 
fine opportunity to declare Protestant- 
ism to be a divided household and the 
National Council of Churches a friend 
to Communism. Meanwhile the Com- 
munist periodical, The Worker, glee- 
fully announces the bankruptcy of the 
Eisenhower-Dulles foreign policey. Its 
headlines run like this: “38 Million 
Protestant Tell Ike: Recognize China.” 

All this is very painful. Obviously 
Protestantism is much divided. At the 
same time, there are redeeming fea- 
tures. Our Protestant groups are con- 
cerned that Christian thought and 
feeling should be freely expressed. 
Freedom of speech is inherent in free- 
dom of religion. Disagreement is re- 
grettable, but it is always far better 
than the silence so often attained by 
the methods of suppression employed 
both by Communism and the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. 


Let these basic facts be remembered — 


and good and not evil will not fail 
to come out of the present unhappy 
impasse. 

CHURCH NEWS 

(From page 4) 
worth of arms, a bit less than one 
billion dollars’ worth of economic aid 


and 100 million dollars’ worth of food- 
stuffs made available through Ameri- 


can Catholic charities and the U. S. 
department of agriculture. During the 
same period the United States spent 
$400 million in Spain for military 
bases which eventually will revert to 
the Franco government. We have also 
picked up the tab for training 1,000 
Spanish technicians in America. U. S. 
assistane is consistently played down 


in Spain’s controlled press. Now Fran- 


co plans an official visit to Cairo, 
where he will be the guest of Presi- 
dent Nasser, a confirmed exponent of 


“positive neutrality.” By this time we 


should have learned that we cannot 


buy either the loyalty or the gratitude 
of people like the Spanish dictator. 
But his flaunting of his ingratitude 


might cause us to take another look 
at the influences in our own country 


which insist that we must pour re- — 


sources into Spain to prop up his 
medieval regime. —Christian Century 


MEET THE MEMBERS 
(Continued from page 1) 
but most of them have caught up with 
the American idiom already yet. 

Fifty years ago a church union that 
crossed national lines would have been 
big news; today the lines are fading 
rapidly. Nevertheless, certain tradi- 
tions and practices still exist in the 
merging bodies and should not be 
overlooked. Neither should they be 
condemned. One thing that this mer- 
ger is not designed to do is to force 
uniformity of practice. Union nego- 
tiations have made it quite clear that 
the members of the American, Evan- 
gelical, and United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Churches are one in doctrine, 
and differences beyond that are sec- 
ondary. 

In answer to Bill Davis’s request, 
here is a thumbnail sketch of each of 
the merging Churches, outlining its 
size, the scope of its work, and a few 


of its traditions. 


American Lutheran Church 
Just in case someone is still con- 
fused about names (and that’s certain- 
ly not impossible) it might be well to 


- point out the difference between the 


present American Lutheran Church 
and the Church to be established. The 
new Church will officially be called 
The (capital ‘T’?) American Lutheran 
Church. Whenever (in this series, at 
least) you see the name used with a 
small “t” you’ll know the reference is 


to the Church that exists now, with 


MARC has 


headquarters in Columbus, Ohio. 
The—or rather, the—American Lu- 

theran Church is the second largest 

of the merging bodies—with 973,000 


baptized members, 647,000 confirmed. 


The majority of these people are of 


_ German background and live in 35 


states, the District of Columbia, and 
five provinces of Canada. About 60 


_ per cent of them are farmers or small- 
town residents, and more of them live 


in Ohio than in any other state. The 
2,079 congregations and 
2,111 pastors. 

Like both the Evangelical and the 


_ United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
the ALC itself grew out of a merger. 


Land See eS Oe ee ee 


_ The man on the left in the picture on 

page 7 is George Bye, a life-long ELC 

member. In the center is Waldo Thur- 

_ ston, member of the UELC. And at 

_ the right is Walter Schmidt, who has 

_ always been a member of the ALC. 
_ Did you guess right? 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


It was formed in 1930 by a union of 
the Ohio, Iowa, Texas. and Buffalo 
Synods. 

All four of these groups were organ- 
ized in the nineteenth century, three 
of them as missionary ventures. Two 
of the “mission” synods, Texas (1851) 
and Iowa (1854), were founded by 
missionaries who came directly from 
Germany, whereas the Ohio Synod, 
even though first to be organized 
(1818), was started by American- 
born sons of German immigrants from 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. The 
Buffalo Synod (1845) had a somewhat 
different origin; it was formed by men 
who came to America to escape perse- 
cution in Germany. 

Although the ALC is cautious in its 
associations with other groups it co- 
operates in several interchurch or- 
ganizations and takes pride in the fact 
that it “gets along with everybody.” 
It is-a member of the World Council 
of Churches, the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration, and the National Lutheran 
Council, and maintains friendly rela- 
tions with the Lutheran Church-Mis- 
souri Synod and the United Lutheran 
Church in America as well as with 
most of the smaller Lutheran bodies. 
At its 1956 convention in Blue Island, 
Ill., the ALC went on record as ex- 
tending the hand of fellowship to all 
Lutheran Church bodies who faith- 
fully adhere to the Word of God and 
the Confessions of the Lutheran 
Church.” 

A mission-minded church, the ALC 
is active in three foreign mission fields 
(in India, New Guinea, and Ethio- 
pia), and establishes as many as 30 
new mission congregations a year in 
America. The Church also owns two 


This is the modern, well-equipped publication house and book store 


the UELC in Blair, Nebr. 


theological seminaries (Capital,* — 
lumbus, Ohio; and Wartburg, Dub 

Iowa), three senior colleges (Capi 
Columbus, Ohio; Texas Luther 
Seguin, Texas; and Wartburg, Wave 
ly, Iowa), and one junior college Q 
ther, Regina, Sask., Canada). In @ 
dition the ALC helps to supp 
Pacific Lutheran College, Parklan 
Wash., a school of The Evangelical Lf 
theran Church. ALC charitable i 
stitutions are located in eight | 
and in one province of Canada, a3 
deaconesses are trained at the Li 
theran Deaconess Motherhouse in MI 
waukee. 

Although the ALC has become 

almost completely English-speakii 
Church, some of its congregations 
hold regular or occasional Ge ey 
services, and a biweekly German pq 
per, the Kirchenblatt (circulaticg 
3,000), is still published. The majorr 
of ALC people, however, read ti 
weekly LUTHERAN STANDARD (ec? 
culation: 142,000). One of the olde 
church papers in existence, the ] 


in 1842. Its name will be carried ov 
to the official publication of the ne 
Church. - 

As for the 973,000 members of 
ALC, they can probably best be 
scribed as people like Bill Davis: 
warm, friendly folks with simg 
tastes and few eccentricities. — 
course, there are many exceptions, kt 
most of the people, for example, see 

# 


us 


*Official mame: Evangelical . 
theran Theological Seminary of | 
tal University. te 
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prefer an informal type of church 
lowship, with relatively simple litur- 
al worship. A good sermon is gen- 
ally appreciated more than an out- 
nding choir anthem, and the ma- 
ity of pastors conduct services in a 
ain black preaching robe rather than 
full clerical garb. Some ALC church- 
_ however, are noted for the rich 


auty of their “higher” liturgical 
rship. 
Generally speaking, ALC people 


9k and act much like members of 
e ELC and the UELC; and when 
embers of all three groups assemble 
the Minneapolis Auditorium for the 
mstituting Convention of the new 
wurch they'll need more than 20-20 
sion to tell each other apart. Bill 
avis certainly won’t be pegged; he 
is red hair and a Roman nose. 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church 


Of the three bodies that will unite 
_ form The American Lutheran 
aurch, The Evangelical Lutheran 
hurch is the largest, with 1,083,000 
ptized members, 714,000 confirmed. 
e ELC has 2,625 congregations lo- 
ted in 28 states, Alaska, Hawaii, and 
re provinces of Canada; and its ma- 
> strongholds are in Minnesota, Iowa, 
sconsin, and the Dakotas. Ordained 
istors number 2,120, and Church 
adquarters are in Minneapolis. 

Although a vast number of ELC 
embers trace their ancestry to Nor- 
ay, the Church no longer considers 
slf a Norwegian body. In 1956 it 
anged its name from the Norwegian 
theran Church of America to The 
angelical Lutheran Church, recog- 
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nizing that thousands of its members 
were not Norwegian, and that most of 
those who were had become Ameri- 
canized. 


Thirteen years older than the ALC, 
the ELC was formed in 1917 through 
a merger of three Norwegian groups— 
the Norwegian Synod, the United Nor- 
wegian Church, and the Hauge Synod. 
All three of these bodies date back to 
Nineteenth-century immigration and 
represent somewhat different religious 
emphases. Until about 1900 the Nor- 
wegian Synod (formed in 1853) stood 
for strict Lutheran orthodoxy while the 
Hauge Synod (1876) placed greater 
emphasis on personal evangelism and 
religious awakenings. The United 
Church, organized in 1890 by less-ex- 
treme elements from both wings, rep- 
resented an in-between position. Grad- 
ually, however, the three groups moved 
closer together, and in 1917 they 
were able to resolve their differences 
and unite. Today most of the distinc- 
tions between orthodoxy and pietism 
in the ELC are rapidly disappearing, 
but in a variety of ways the best ele- 
ments of both traditions have been 
preserved. 


When the ELC was formed, the 
three uniting groups agreed that their 
new Church would not have fellow- 
ship with any Churches outside the 
Lutheran faith and confession, and for 
that reason the ELC has long been 
reluctant to participate in interde- 
nominational organizations. Like the 
ALC and the UELC, it has never 
joined the National Council of Church- 
es although it has been prominent in 


UELC Pres. William Larsen 


the work of the National Lutheran 
Council and the Lutheran World 
Federation. Only recently (in 1956) 
did the ELC vote to take a place along- 
side the ALC and the UELC in the 
World Council of Churches and thus 
clear the way for the new Church to 
participate in that organization. 


Each year the ELC designates nearly 
half its budget for mission work, 
with the money divided equally be- 
tween home and foreign missions. 
The Church establishes about 40 new 
congregations a year in North America 
and operates mission fields in Colom- 
bia, Japan, Madagascar, South Africa, 
and Sudan, West Africa. Although 
ELC missionaries have been forced 
out of China, where they had made 
steady progress for nearly 50 years, 
their work continues at Hong Kong 
and Formosa. At present the Church 
has more than 300 missionaries serv- 
ing over 35,000 people. 


In higher education and welfare the 
ELC has made notable strides. It 
maintains some 40 institutions of 
mercy, two deaconess institutions (in 
Chicago and Brooklyn), five senior 
colleges (Augustana, Sioux Falls, S.D.; 
Concordia, Moorhead, Minn.; Luther, 
Decorah, Iowa; Pacific Lutheran, 
Parkland, Wash.; and St. Olaf, North- 
field, Minn.), a junior college (Wal- 
dorf, Forest City, Iowa), and four sec- 
ondary schools (Augustana Academy, 
Canton, S. D.; Camrose College, Cam- 
rose, Alta., Canada; Dakota Lutheran 
Academy, Minot, N. D.; and Lutheran 
Collegiate Bible Institute, Outlook, 
Sask., Canada). In addition to its 


THE THREE GENERAL PRESIDENTS 


ELC Pres: Fredrik A. Schiotz 
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main seminary, Luther in St. Paul, 
the ELC maintains a Canadian semi- 
nary, Luther in Saskatoon, Sask. 

Although the ELC no longer pub- 
lishes a foreign-language paper, its 
English weekly, the Lutheran Herald 
(circulation: 100,000), is a vigorous 
journal with devoted followers. The 
Church’s Augsburg Publishing House 
in Minneapolis is the largest of the 
three to be merged, and its name will 
be carried over to the publishing house 
of the new Church. 

Personality-wise, ELC people can 
probably best be characterized by 
their “diverse similarity,” their unus- 
ual ability for living and worshiping 
together in close harmony despite dif- 
ferences in the ways they choose to 
express their Christian faith. Since the 
majority of the ELC’s members are 
clustered in the Upper Midwest they 
naturally tend to have midwestern 
traits and interests, and thus they 
aren’t really much different from Bill 


- Davis. In fact, before Bill does much 


more worrying about whether or not 
he can get along with “these Norwe- 
gians” he probably ought to figure out 
some way of detecting them. 


United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 


Compared in size with the ALC 
and the ELC, the UELC might off- 
handedly be called the Merger Midget. 
It has only 65,000 baptized members, 
40,000 confirmed, with a total of 183 
congregations and 218 pastors. But 
after examining the UELC’s history 
and its broad program of Christian 
service few would call this Church 
anything with a diminutive flavor. 
Despite its limited membership, the 
UELC stretches into six Canadian 
provinces as well as 20 states of the 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


USA, and it has missionaries stationed 
in four distant lands. 


Of the three merging Churches the 
UELC is actually the oldest by more 
than 20 years although its beginnings 
in America came somewhat later than 
those of the other two bodies. The 
UELC was formed in 1896 through a 
merger of two Danish Lutheran groups 
known as the Blair Church and the 
North Church, both of which grew out 
of Danish missionary endeavors of the 
late nineteenth century. Blair Church 
was organized in 1884 at Blair, Nebr., 
now the location of the UELC’s head- 
quarters as well as the home of its 
publishing house and its senior col- 
lege, Dana. North Church was formed 
in 1894 by a splinter group from the 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
which was organized in the 1870s and 
is now called the American Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church. 


At the time of its formation in 1896 
the UELC chose the name United 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
but, like the ELC, dropped its na- 
tional distinction in 1946. It now con- 
siders itself an American Church even 
though the majority of its members 
have their roots in Denmark. 


Like the ALC and the ELC,: the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
plays an active role in the work of the 
National Lutheran Council and the 
Lutheran World Federation. It is also 
a member of the World Council of 
Churches. Although the UELC has no 
foreign mission fields of its own it 
sends missionaries to India, Japan, Col- 
ombia, and the Sudan and supports 
the work of other Lutheran Churches 
in these areas. At home the UELC 
operates several charitable institut- 
tions. The most notable is at Oaks, 
Oklahoma, where the Church has 
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ministered to the Cherokee Indians if 
more than 50 years. 4 

For many years Blair, Nebr., wi 
the site of the UELC’s Trinity Sem 
nary, but in 1956 it was moved to th 
campus of the ALC’s Wartburg Semy 
nary in Dubuque, Iowa. While tk 
two schools have remained separa: 
institutions—each with its own as 
ministration — classes and facultid 
have been integrated and a warm r 
lationship established. FI 

From its publishing house in Blas 
the UELC circulates two official p 
odicals—the English-language Ansg 
Lutheran (circulation: 12,000) and f 
Danish Luthersk Ugeblad (circulation 
1,000). The Ansgar Lutheran is pul 
lished weekly, the Danish paper es 
weekly. . | 

If the members of the ALC and th 
ELC can be characterized as typica 
midwesterners, then it is probably saa 
to generalize once more and say 
same for the members of the 
They, too, have an abundance of home 
traits and friendly qualities as well « 
some rich traditions that lend warm 
and color to their church life. Sine 
their synod is small, they perhag! 
tend to be a bit modest about thes 
contribution to the new Church, bi 
then so does Bill Davis. In fact, f 
more he learns about the people he’¥ 
be merging with, the more modest k 
becomes. It’s always humbling + 
realize that other people are equalll 
with similar views and tastes. 4 . 

But Bil) feels confident that he cae 
get along with both the Norwegian 
and the Danes, and he’s determines 
to do all he can to make them like ine 
The only thing he can’t quite visiot 
is a “merged dinner” of lutefisk, sauer 
kraut, and Danish pastry. é 

Next: “Trace the Structural Pa% 
terns.” Sf 
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By Boas Weismann 


Why do I live? Have you ever asked yourself that ques- 


on tion? Many people live for purely selfish reasons. Others 
_ live aimlessly, Still others search for a satisfying reason 


for their existence but never find it. Why do I live? This 
searching question has occupied the minds of men of all 
ages. The fact is, however, that the only correct answer 


_ to this question is found in God’s revealed Word, the Bible. 


And that answer is the key that unlocks the door to a proper 
understanding of Christian Stewardship. “In the beginning 
God created heaven and earth.” He also created man, -en- 
dowed man with a rational mind, and gave him authority 
and power to have “dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the fowl of the air and over every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth.” 

_ The great tragedy is that this original and beautiful re- 
lationship between man and his God did not continue. Man 
sinned and thereby forfeited his image of God. As a result 


Bet this fall into sin the original purpose for which God 


program. The article here is an exe 
dress in the chapel at Dana College. 


erpt from a recent 


created man was lost. And ever since this fall into sin 
man’s life centers in himself instead of in God. Instead ¢ 
loving God he now loves himself. Instead of living for Coc 
he now lives for himself. It may seem at times as though a 
could live happily and prosperously without God, by livi 
a selfish, self-centered life. But this apparent pros D 
is but for a fleeting moment only. While it sometimes ; 
on the surface that man is happy and prosperous wh 
lives unto himself, the truth is that beneath it all his 
is still fretting and striving, no true, lasting happiness 
deriving.” The fact is that man, by his folly in falling nt 
sin, has disrupted God’s purpose in his life and until : 
purpose has been restored, man can never truly be ha 

Why do I live? That question can never be answere 
rectly until YOU understand that GOD PERMITS YO 

LIVE in order that his purpose may yet be accomplishec 
your life. dy Ae 


(Continued on page 15) 


TALENT TIP TO TEACHERS 


She is a public school teacher, serv- 
ng in a school in a state far from her 
ome. 

She attended a Lutheran Church in 
he neighborhood and was moved to 
tome to the church office one day to 
make inquiry about full-time work in 
e-church. She explained that her 
king day ended early in the after- 
n00n, and she felt a need to do some- 
hin g more and for the church. Her 
nterest was in visitation. After a con- 


v 


persons having indicated some in- 
rest in the church. Each afternoon 
e, by devoting a couple of hours 
this work, was able to go to the 
ymes of these persons and speak a 
so00d word for the church and bring 
a word of welcome that was a source 
encouragement to strangers in the 
sommunity. 

_It wasn’t much. It didn’t take much 
time. It required little talent. What 
was needed was primarily a desire 

serve. 

Who can measure or envision the 
ossible fruit from such an effort? 


*s impulse to do something for her 
rd? One school teacher’s obedience 
} the Holy Spirit’s impulse? From 
may be the beginning of some 
ymily’s relationship with the church 
thich may lead to increased joy and 
usefulness by the children. It may 
vage a home on the “rocks.” From 
there may come a pastor or a 
onary or a parish worker or a 
itive Christian business man who 
witness to His Lord in the com- 
ial world. 

ow much good for others and how 
glory to Our Lord may result 
one teacher obeying the impulse 
rye remains unknown except to 
The possibilities are always fab- 
. The promises are rich to those 
remain sensitive to God’s di- 


iting His church’s program. 
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The “Right” to be Pleased 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 


Sin: 


The other day a man of the cloth said to me: “One of the most 

perplexing problems that I face in the ministry is the increasing num- 
ber of people who think that they have a right to be pleased.” 
. In the discussion which followed I found that this man was putting 
into words something which I have long felt and which I believe to be of 
the utmost seriousness for our day, namely, that a very large portion 
(perhaps a majority) of our population considers the important ques- 
tion for their lives to be: “Does it please me?” 

This is perhaps why in some communities people change churches 
as they would change hats. This is why a person who is not pleased 
by the words of a particular preacher immediately concludes that there 
must be something wrong with the preacher. After all, he does not 
please, This is the reason that when a church has a pastor with a 
“pleasing” personality it immediately becomes a popular church. More- 
over, people are more and more prone to decide issues in their church- 
es on the premise of whether or not it is pleasing to themselves. Many 
give or withhold their support to church programs entirely on the 
premise of whether they like or dislike all or part of the program. 
The number of church members who simply ask themselves the ques- 
tion: “Is this right or wrong? Is this pleasing to God?” seems rather 
small today. 

Even the old democratic rule seems to suffer here. A vote is taken 
in the congregation. A good hefty majority decides on a policy or 
program for the congregation. Those who voted against it feel that 
because they were not “pleased” with the decision they have a per- 
fect right to withhold their support, financially and otherwise, from 
the church. They feel that here it is their right, instead of their liberty 
to sit back and let others pay. 

I mention these examples from congregational life only because 
they are no doubt close to the experiences of readers of The Ansgar 
Lutheran. But I could cite examples from non-religious areas of life 
—dozens of them. Let’s take one example. Current advertizing. It 
is directed entirely at what people like or dislike. It is not challenging. 
It is not educational. It does not appeal to the intelligence. It is not 
directed at people’s needs but at their desires. How far would a cor- 
poration go today with the slogan: “What you really need is a car ° 
which has little beauty but much economy and great durability.” 

But let us not blame advertizers. They are trying to sell and they 
realize full well that the American public is conscious of primarily 
one thing: “It wants to be pleased.” It does not want to be challeng- 
ed. The public does not want more hard work and less pleasure in 
order that freedom may survive. It desires the flesh pots, and the 
advertizers are not about to give them anything else. 

John the Baptist did not aim to please, but to save. The Apostle 
Paul did not advertize his Christ. Paul told people that to know Him 
was to know the truth, notwithstanding the considerably more pleasant 
characteristics of other gods and other religions. Paul did not aim to 
please, but to save. Christ Himself did not promise people pleasant- 
ness, but a cross. Yes, the heavenly mansions were advertized, but 
they were not sold with the promise of pleasantness on earth if peo- 
ple would only get an early lease on them now. 

And getting back to the parish level—. Pastors are more and 
more having the experience of being personally attacked by people 
whom they do not please. A parishioner says he has a problem. The 
pastor goes to see him. The evening is spent by the pastor listening 
to a long list of things the parishioner does or does not like. The 
parishioner feels he has the right to be pleased with everything in 
the church and that if he is not pleased there must be something 
wrong with the church and its pastor. He does not ask himself or 
his pastor how he can get right with God. He is not too concerned 
about the rightness or wrongness of things in the church. He simply 
wants things to be the way he likes them to be. He wants to be pleas- 
ed. He sort of feels that this is the American way. He has forgotten 
that the Christian way is not a road of constant pleasantness, but of 
the setting aside of self and personal likes so that the Kingdom of 


God may come. 
Yours, 
Scrip Sundry. 


P.S. O.K., so my letter was negative this time. But it certainly points 
up a positive antithesis. : 
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Victory in Death 


That I may know the power that overcomes 
death: “For me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.” (Phil. 1:21); “He who loses his life for my 
sake will find it.” (Matt. 10:39). 

During World War II, on July 5, 1944, the Ger- 
3 man Nazis brought four Christian boys to a police 
a court in Oslo, Norway. By four-thirty that after- 
1 noon the trial was over and the boys were condemn- 
ed to die. They were placed in a cell until the time 
| of execution. Towards evening, a large crowd of 
_ { people gathered outside of the cell window. Many 
| of those who stood outside watching could hardly 
- control their feelings. It was especially hard when 
one of the boys called out to them, “Greet our fel- 
low Christian students. Tell them that we have 
_{ found the ‘peace that passeth all understanding.’ 
_| We are safe in Christ.” 

Another one of the boys said, “Greet the friends 
| at home, and tell them that we are going to heaven, 
_{ and to meet us up there.” How wonderful that 
_{ Christ can make even death attractive! To live 
| for Christ is wonderful, and to be sure of heaven 
{| is still more wonderful. Have you accepted Christ 
4 _ as your Saviour? Are you sure of heaven? 


ies alle ant hal 
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From Youth Sunday Meditation 
Darwin Lee, Kenmare, N. D. 


Milltown Moans Because 
Cushing Got The Credit 


ar 
BAS yet the youth editor has not received a protest 
from the Milltown Luther League, but Milltown leaguers 
A ave a right to moan at the blubber that appeared in 
‘a recent issue of these pages. In the unfortunate refer- 
ence, it was stated that Myrvin Christoffersen was a 
iching leaguer. In reality, the chairman of the 1959 
a Luther League Convention Planning Committee is from 
Milltown, Wisconsin. You will be hearing from him 
often during the coming months. 


7 
a 
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John W. Nielsen, “7 


Youth Director Receives 
Honorary Membership 


While Synodical Youth Director George Robertson was 
in California in connection with the Men for the Minist ry! 
Conferences, he visited a number of our Luther Leagues. 
At the meeting at St. Andrew Church in Whittier he 
was presented with a certificate making him an honor- | 
ary member of the two leagues of St. Andrew. At this: 
same meeting new officers were installed and the fot ir 
membership groups within the league were reorganized y 
Retiring and new officers gave brief testimonies on! 
“What Christ Means to Me.” & 


| 
if 


Convention Catch-Phrase 


mote our Synodical Luther League convention at Dana 
College, Blair, Nebraska, August 27-30. Pastor Robert- 
son has suggested “On to Blair From Everywhere. 
What have you to offer? Send your slogan to Pastor 
John W. Nielsen, 400 East Sumner St. Northfield, 
nesota, by April 1st. 


Ni n 


| 

Remember we are looking for catch phrases to pro- 
| 

| 

a 
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Girls, What About You? 


At the February meeting of the Luther League Execu- 
tive Committee at Dana College, Mrs. Othelia Ha 
Dean of Women and head of the Parish Worker Divi 
of the college, confronted the leaders of your Lut 
League with the need for more young women as ps al si 
workers. Various possibilities of acquainting the girls 
of « our t Luther Leagues with the requirements and 


Girls, you can expect more promotion of this vo 
Perhaps there will be meetings for you similar. to 
that the fellows have been experiencing in the M 
the Ministry Conferences. There is both the ne 
place for consecrated women workers in pe | 
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YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


5" 1959 CARAVAN TEAM 


' APPLY NOW FOR THE SERVICES OF THE 
1959 CARAVAN TEAM IF YOU NEED HELP 
IN AREA CANV ASSING, VISITATION EVAN- 

a _GELISM, LUTHER LEAGUE PLANNING, OR 

. BIBLE CAMP COUNSELING. 


_ FIVE OF THE 13 WEEKS ARE ALREADY 
| TAKEN, SO WRITE TO THE YOUTH OFFICE 
| AT ONCE STATING YOUR FIRST AND SE- 
| COND CHOICES OF DATES. COMPLETE DE- 
| TAILS AND WORKING AGREEMENTS WILL 
| BE SENT UPON REQUEST. 


CONFIRMATION PACKETS 


_ PACKETS CONTAINING LITERATURE FOR 

| CONFIRMANDS AND THEIR PARENTS ARE 

_ AVAILABLE AT THE YOUTH OFFICE AT 20 

| CENTS PER PACKET. TO INSURE PROMPT 
| DELIVERY, ORDER EARLY. 


“ON TO BLAIR FROM EVERYWHERE” 


: 
1 
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Lutheran Church Befriends 
Negro Page Candidate 


James A. Johnson, the 14-year-old boy who almost 
became the first Negro page boy in. Congress, found 
friends in a Lutheran Church in the nation’s capital. 
James was an acolyte in Salem Lutheran Church, Chi- 
cago, where his family had been the third Negro family 
received into membership. Now he is serving as an 
acolyte in Augustana Lutheran Church, Washington, 
which is also interracial. 

During the difficult period when his eligibility for ap- 
pointment as a page boy was being contested, Avis Nor- — 
ling, parish worker at Augustana Church and a former 
Minnesota school teacher, tutored him daily so that he 
would not. get behind in his studies. 


James’ failure to receive the appointment which had © 
been promised him seems to have been based not on 
racial prejudice but.on an unfortunate misunderstanding — 
between the House Patronage Committee and Congress- 
man Barratt O’Hara of Illinois, who sponsored him. The ~ 
Committee claims there was a confusion in identity be-— 
tween O’Hara’s protege and that of Congressman 
O’Brien, who was given the job. 

Congressman Francis E. Walter, a Lutheran, is chair-_ 
man of the Patronage Committee. Congressman O’Hara — 
attended a Lutheran Sunday School in his youth. He — 
married the daughter of a Presbyterian minister, the 
well known hymn writer Elisha Hoffman, who wrote 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.” 


———_ 
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UNDERSTANDING 


Who is so low that I am not his brother? 
Who is so high that I’ve no path to him? 
Who is so poor that I may not feel his hunger? 
Who is so rich that I may not pity him? 


Who is so hurt that I may not know his heartache? 

Who sings for joy my heart may never share? 

| Who in God’s Heaven has passed beyond my vision? 
. Who to Hell’s depths where I may never fare? 
l 


May none, then, call on me for understanding, 

| May none, then, turn to me for help in pain, 
. And drain alone his bitter up of sorrow, 

; Or find he knocks upon my heart in vain. 


THE STRANGLING VINE 

In South America there is a strange 
vine caled the matador. Beginning 
at the foot of a tree, it slowly makes 
its way to the top. As it grows, it 
kills the tree, and when at last the 
top is reached, it sends forth a flower 
to crown itself! 
_. Matador means killer. There could 
_ be no better description of jealousy 
_ than that, for it is indeed a killer— 
a slow, ruthless murderer of that 
- which is finest and best in life. 
The spirit of jealousy is like the 
_ matador: It appears so harmles when 
_ it is small but if it is allowed to grow, 
its tendrils of malice and hatred soon 
= clasp themselves around the heart and 
eventually kill the soul. 


TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR 
. TEENAGERS 
ag Thou shalt have good, clean Chris- 
_ tian fun—lots of it. ; 
. Thou shalt have many friends. 
. Thou shalt think of thy body at 
fifteen how it shall be at fifty. 
_ ‘Treat it accordingly. 
. Thou shalt attend church regularly; 
_ it shall be as oil on thy trouble- 
some youthful waters. 
5. Thou shalt not call thy parents 
® “squares,” for thou art only remov- 
ed a few years from parenthood 
_ thyself. 
6. Thou shalt keep thy face toward 
_ school, for it will make thee wiser 
a than thy unschooled fellows. 
‘7. Thou shalt lift up thy voice against 
all evil; it will make a real man of 
_ thee. 
8. Thou shalt keep from becoming a 
_ slouch or a fashion plate; the Lord 
; - disliketh both. 


—Author Unknown 


9. Thou shalt mix Christian principles 
more with thy daily life. 

10. Thou shalt not bow thy knee to 
“Elvis” (Presley) or “Frankie” (Si- 
natra) or “Tab” (Hunter); God a- 
lone is worthy of thy worship. 
—Tate V. Zytkoskee, in War Cry 

(New York) 


LITANY 
By R. D. Broune 


When we worry as we do, 

When we hurry to get through, 

When we fret and do not pray, 

An forget the better way— 

Bind us then with Love’s strong 
cord— 

Pardon Thou and save us Lord! 


When our hands refuse Thy will, 
Thy commands will not fulfill; 
When our feet would turn aside, 
When we meet temptation’s tide— 
By Thy Spirit and Thy Word 
Pardon Thou and save us Lord! 


When our thought is far from Thee, 
Or, distraught, from joy we flee, 
When our hearts seem empty quite, 
Faith departs and inward sight— 
Let forgiveness be outpoured— 
Pardon Thou and save us Lord! 


When we doubt and cannot find 
Ease without—nor peace of mind; 
When the light of Hope burns dim, 
In our night can sing no hymn— 
Tender mercy then afford— 
Pardon Thou and save us Lord! 


When our love to Christ is low, 
Lord above—Thou who dost know 
All our need and all our loss— 


Him we plead who bore the Cross— 
By Thy grace in Christ restored—__ 
Pardon Thou and save us Lord! 


a 
2 
—Gospel Herald ‘| 


THE LITTLE PAINTER : 
> 
Helen Bruce Moss : | 
} 
| 


Cold and gray the morning is, 
With hazy, silver sky; 

How cold and sad the lonely wind 
As it goes sighing by! 
One cannot see the soft white sno 
For, lo, a painter’s been 

To my dull and frosty window, 
And splashed it thick and thin 
(By white and crystal paint) 
With castles, hills and dales, 
With trees and misty woodlands, 
Great walls and mighty trails. 
"Tis “Jack Frost,” the little painter, 
Who through the town has passed, _ 
And pictured every window. :| 
Was mine his first, or last? 


7 
—Zion’s Herald ] 
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PREPARE NOW 


Over one hundred bombs fell 
round the home of a godly old min: 
ister in Bucks, England. He and 
wife said they just stood quietly to- 
gether in their home holding han 
Someone remarked, “I suppose you 
were praying hard.” 


He replied, “Oh, no, I thatched m; | 
barn in the summer time.” 


It is well to be prayed up bef 
trouble comes! 


THE RIVALS 


Two Irishmen, Murphy and Kelly q 
were bitter rivals. An angel was sent — 
to pacify Murphy. “You are very 
bitter and cold and cruel toward Kelly, 
to cure you, the Good Lord has pro- 
mised to give you one of anything in 
the world, if you will only let Kellys 
have two of them.” 


“If I am head of one labour union,’ 
Murphy said, “does that mean Kelly 
will be head of two?” 

“Yes,” said the oes .. 


Kelly wins twice?” 
The angel said, “That’s right.” 


“And if I have a brass band follow- 
ing me, Kelly has two?” 


“Yes. ” 


Murphy said, “Angel, I’ll take a 
glass eye.” 


= 


arch 9, 1959 


960 Presidendential Candidacy 
eatured at POAU Meeting 


Speakers at the 11th annual national meeting of Prot- 
tants and Other Americans United for Separation of 
hurmh and State, in St. Louis, Mo., stressed that presi- 
ential candidates in 1960 should be asked to define 
leir stand on Church-State relations. 


‘Dr. Harold E. Fey of Chicago, editor of the Christian 
entury, undenominational weekly, said that Roman 
atholic candidates for public office “ought to be asked 
ieir attitude toward public school and proposals for 
x support of parochial schools.” 


Dr. Glenn L. Archer, POAU executive director, said 
limination of bharciprelated questions from discussion 
L 1 the presidential campaign “would not be very good 


a 


E It is not bigotry to raise such questions,” he said, 
it is bigotry to deny the right to raise them.” 


‘Both speakers said that Catholic candidates should 
@ queried on whether “you accept as authoritative 
~anon Law 1374 of your Church which orders Catholic 
arents to boycott public schools except in instances 
there their bishop is willing to make an exception.” 


Dr. Fey declared that the United States is no longer 
Protestant country, “but it is not yet a Roman Catholic 
ountry.” 


“This is and must remain a secular state,” he said. 
We must keep it that way. The First Amendment bars, 
at God, but men like bishops from public life.” 


Archer said that other questions Catholic aspir- 
a to the White House should be asked include their 
O sition on the use of public funds for sectarian insti- 
utions, U. S.-Vatican relations, and the principle of 
thurch-State separation. 


“The United States must not be a Protestant nation, 
r a Jewish nation, or a Roman Catholic nation, but 
rays a great, free democratic nation in which all 
eds are equal before the law,” the POAU official said. 


Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffmann, public relations director 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, told the meet- 
that the Protestant attitudes toward Church-State 
aration “must be influenced by a clear theology if 
uey are to carry real authority.” 


government is God’s left hand and the Church 
s right hand, we may be sure that the right hand 
know what the left hand is doing,” he said. “This 
not mean that the right hand governs the actions 
left hand. Here, I am sorry to say, we part com- 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


MRS. N. C. CARLSEN HONORED 


A special chapel service was held on the Dana campus 
February 23 in honor of Mrs. N. C. Carlsen. 


Mrs. Carlsen, who celebrated her 76th birthday February 
22, was honored for the years of service she and her late 
husband, the Rev. Dr. N. C. Carlsen, and their children 
have given to Dana College and Trinity Seminary. 


The N. C. Carlsen family attended Dana and Trinity a 
Eight of the ten children found their hus- 
bands or wives on the Dana campus. 


total of 47 years. 


Dr. C. C. Madsen, Dana President, presented Mrs. Carl- 
sen with a bouquet of flowers and a memorial book con- 
taining letters of greeting from her ten children, the col- 
lege, and from Dr. Wm. Larsen, UELC President. 


In his letter of greeting and gratitude, Dr. Madsen said: 
“We pay to you our tribute of thanksgiving for the leader- 
ship you and Dr. Carlsen gave to our church and to Dana 
College and Trinity Seminary during the quarter century 


he served as president of our United Evangelical Lutheran — 


Church. Certainly among the finest fruits of that devotion 
are the ten homes of your sons and daughters who now 


serve their church and community as pastors, physicians, 
educators, business men and Christian parents across the 


land.” 
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Blair, Nebraska, February 28, 1959. 
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WHY po 1 LIVE? 

a (Continued from page 8) 

The fact of man’s fall into sin and 
1S frustrating God’s purpose in his 
2 would be a tragic tale if that 
re all that could be told. When 
in fell into sin, God immediately 
pmised to send him a Savior. God 
loved man whom he had created 
at HE WOULD NOT see His pur- 
se in having created man destroyed. 
an ‘was yet to live to the glory of 
3 Maker. His lost image was to be 
stored. Eternal life was yet to be 
3. Thus Christ came to restore God’s 
pose in man’s life. It is only in 
wist and through Christ that this 
irpose can be accomplished. Chris- 
in Stewardship requires that you 
cognize God’s purpose in your life 
ready here and now. It requires 
at you live in Christ and that Christ 


live in you. THIS IS THE STEWARD- 
SHIP OF LIFE. This is the answer, 
God’s answer to the question: Why 
do I live? I live to fulfill God’s pur- 
pose for me. All that I am and have 
and receive, and that I hope to be in 
eternity, I owe to Him. As a Christian 
I look upon my life as a sacred trust. 
I am only a steward, a custodian and 
keeper of it. 


_ GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 


H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


BCOME- -ing le 


. he sooner a person discovers that ships seldom come in 
unless they are first put out to sea, the sooner he will get 
~ down to the practical business of safe, regular saving for 
the independence he wants to be sure of in the later years 

of life. 


Preparing for retirement means planning well in advance. 
Z A Lutheran Mutual representative will be happy to help 
y “you plan a sound retirement program. 


Write for free folder 

"Whose Money Will 

You Use For Retire- 
ment?" 


LUTHER’S 
WORKS 


e Makes Scripture Clearer and 
Dearer than ever before! 


VOLUME 14: 
Selected Psalms II 


Luther's interpretation of Psalms 117, 
118, (Luther's favorite) and 147 makes 
splendid devotional reading. You'll re- 
joice in and draw strength from these 
beloved portions of Old Testament 
Scripture. 


Off Press— November 15 


VOLUME 32: 
Career of the Reformer II 


Attacked for the views he expressed in 
his Ninety-Five Theses, pressed at the Es 
Diet of Worms to recant, opposed by} _ 
learned men at universities, Luther | — 
declared his loyalty to the Word of God. 
Shows Luther's spirited defense of his | 
position in the face of mounting danger | 
and opposition. - 


Off Press— October 31 $5:00)\"e 
PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED [ae 
: Selected Psalms I — $5.00 
VOL. 13: Selected Psalms II — $5.00 : 
VOL. 21: Sermon on the Mount and} 
the Magnificat—$4.50 
VOL. 22: Sermons on the Gospel of | 
St. John (Chaps. 1-4)—$6.00 | 
VOL. 31: Career of the ReformerI— | 
$5.00 
VOL. 1: Lectures on Genesis 
(Chaps. 1-5)—$5.00. E 
VOL. 40: Church and Ministry He Se 
$5.00 
“FREE PROSPECTUS 


Gives you complete information on the | — 
tremendous scope, purpose and content, | — 
personal benefits, convenient Volume- | 
Per-Month Plan, attractive 10% sub- 
scription Savings Plan, Publication | 
schedule, editors, sample page. Bb 
Co-published by ae = 


$5.00 | 
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Please send me complete information on} 
Luther’s Works as contained in your free new re 
PROSPECTUS. 


Name. 
Address 


Chive 8 ee Zorg = JS hake. 
Order from: 


LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE se 
188 N. 17th St., Blair, Nebraska 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 
use an old-fashioned vocabulary. They 
should try to undersand the real needs 
of their listeners, he added. But what 
is most important, he said, is to give 
the real message of the Bible. 

“There is a tendency in churches 
to be so much concerned about the 
thoughts of people today that we for- 
get that modern man doesn’t know the 
first thing about the things which be 
of God,” he said. “He must be told.” 

Dr. Wisloff is president of the In- 
dependent Lutheran seminary (Me- 
nighetsfakultetet) of Oslo, Norway. 

In an interview, he explained that 
the seminary was established by Chris- 
tian believers 50 years ago because 
of “theological modernism” in the theo- 
logical faculty of the State University 
of Oslo. He said the theology of the 
state faculty has greatly changed and 
now leans to “neo-orthodoxy.” 

Dr. Wisloff said that attendance in 
churches of Norway varies a great 
deal by regions and is “not as good 
as it should be.” The prayer houses 
(chapels) of the inner mission es- 


_ tablished by laymen are well attended, 


he reported. 

All foreign mission efforts from 
Norway are carried out by independ- 
ent Christian societies, he reported. 
Evangelism, too, is primarily a lay- 
men’s effort, he said. 

He said that “preaching-teaching- 
reaching” missions which The Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church had _ intro- 
duced to Norway had been “a real 


¥ inspiration” and that Norwegians had 
learned a lot from them. 


WHAT’S A PRESBYTERIAN? 
Typical public impression of a Pres- 
byterian in this country is that he is 
of Scotch or North Irish descent, anti- 
artistic and anti-cultural, and excels in 


-_ making money. 


Another public image is that socially 
a Presbyterian is on a higher prestige 
level than members of some other 


4 Protestant denominations. 


These were some of the conclusions 


drawn from a study made by Dr. 


Murray S. Stedman, Jr., of Tenafly, 


 N. J., director of information for the 


United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. He is former head of the 
political science department at Swarth- 
more (Pa.) College. 


_ Dr. Stedman reported on his study 


at a meeting of the denomination’s 


National Commission on Evangelism. 


_ The commission’s gathering was the 


first since the denomination was form- 
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ed last year by a merger of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. and 
the United Presbyterian Church of 
North America. 

Dr. Stedman studied the public im- 
pressions of a Presbyterian in TV, 
films, newspapers, magazines, and in 
other writings, by both Presbyterians 
and non-Presbyterians. 

Among his other findings were: 

That the Presbyterian Church ranks 
high as a public service institution. 

That Protestant theology among the 
major denominations is fairly standard, 
with the exception of Episcopalians 
and Lutherans. 

That the public makes little distinc- 
tion among Presbyterians, Congrega- 
tionalists, Methodists, and perhaps 
Baptists, but distinguishes members of 
these groups from Episcopalians and 
Lutherans. > 

And that pre-eminence in producing 
devotional literature is generally ac- 
corded Episcopalians, Quakers, and 
Methodists. 

Dr. Stedman said that on TV the 
public image of Christianity is sym- 
bolized in Roman Catholicism. 

“Tt is probable that the same con- 
siderations which induce film writers 
to emphasize Roman Catholicism in 
motion pictures, apply to television 
script writers,” he said. | 


HUNGARIAN COMMUNIST 
WOE: EVEN SCIENTISTS 
ATTENDING CHURCH 


Vienna (RNS)—A leading Com- 
munist publication in Budapest com- 
plained that even men of science are 
still going to church in Hungary be- 
cause anti-religious propagandists 
have fallen down on the job. 

An article in Tarsadalmi Szemle, 
bi-monthly “scientific” organ of the 
Hungarian Socialist Workers (Com- 
munist) Party, demanded a “consider- 
able increase” of atheistic propaganda 
to combat “the still strong influence 
of religion” on the minds of the 
people. 

The magazine criticized party lead- 
ers for failing to intensify their anti- 
religious propaganda since the 1956 
revolution. It said the publication of 
a total of 50 books and 150 articles on 
anti-religious themes was a com- 
paratively poor showing. 

“No atheistic book has been pub- 
lished at all since 1956,” the magazine 
complained. 

It said the failure to provide an ade- 
quate supply of atheistic material is 


the only possible explanation for ‘ 
scandalous fact that even on oa 
scientists and other figures of publ 
life can still be seen regularly rE: 
tending church services.’ 
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DATE SET FOR PUBLICATION _ 
OF LUTHERAN ENCYCLOPEDIA ~ 


Still under preparation, the Li 
theran World Encyclopedia was te 
tatively scheduled here to be off tf 
press in time for the next genery 
assembly of the Lutheran World Fe 
ertation in Helsinki, Finland, in 196 3: 


Arrangements for completion of tk 
encyclopedia and its publication “ 
four to five years” were made at 


conference by three principals 
volved in the project. They are: 
Carl Lund-Quist of Geneva, Swi 


land, LWF executive secretary; I 
Julius Bodensieck of Wartburg Th 
logical Seminary here, editor of tt 
international reference work; 
William Gentz, assistant manag 
Augsburg Publishing House, M. 
apolis, which will publish the e 
cyclopedia. 


Launched at the LWF ie oneé 
assembly in Hannover, Germany 
ent hes will comprise five or. S 
volumes, with articles contributed | 
some 750 scholars throushoaas 
world. 


ay ae 


PR HANDBOOK PLANNED 
FOR LUTHERAN PASTORS 


Work is now underway on aP E 
Public Relations Handbook, desigt 
to help the Lutheran clergy in dea 
with the press, radio, and teley 

According to the report of , 
tional Lutheran Council the handbor 
will be prepared jointly by the D Di 
sion, the Department of Press, Ré 
and Television of the United Lu 
Church in America, and the 
ment of Public Relations of 
theran Church—Missouri Syno 

The Rev. Philip A. Johnson, 
tive secretary of the NLC D 
will edit the handbook, with ¢ qu 
persons in the various fields ct 
ing chapters. 


the pastor in the prepara on of 
grams for his local broad 
tions. It is hoped that such 
will enable the ater to 


